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Write words on index cards and
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Display words on your computer screen so

that it provides environmental print
even when children are not
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Shout It Oyt

Sing this to the tune of “If You’re
Happy and You Know It”: “If you
can read this word, shoyt it

» : .
out...” (or sing it out, whisper it
out, and so on).
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Mystery Word

Build sound-symbol awareness
as children become letter detectives.

Materials: business envelope, sentence strips cut
into eight-inch segments, markers

How To:

L. Seal the envelope, then cut off the left side.
Write sight words on the sentence strips. Add a
picture clue if you like. Insert the sentence
strips in the envelope.

2. Explain that you have a mystery word in the
envelope and children will have to be “letter-
sound detectives” to solve it.

3. Pull out the top strip so the first letter is
showing. Ask, What sound does this letter make?
What do you think the word could be? Reveal
the next letter in the word and blend the
two sounds together. Now what do you think it
could be?

4 Continue showing one letter at a time,
encouraging children to blend the sounds.
When a child guesses correctly, show the
entire word and illustration.

And...

¥ Try this with children’s names (write “Mystery
Friend” on the envelope).

¥ Use the print around the classroom to play the
“mystery word” game: “I spy a word that begins
with /m/ and ends with /t/.” Or, “Who can find a
word that rhymes with cat and starts with /h/?”
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/ Password
”‘ Each day, write a word on a ‘
| sentence strip or sticky note |
- and attach it to the door i

frame. Every time children ;”

leave or enter the classroom,
challenge them to read /
\ the “password.” V4
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